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Special thanks to all poets, translators,
artists, hosts, co-programmers, interpret-
ers, volunteers, partners, freelancers and
staff of Theater Zuidplein, LantarenVenster
and Verhalenhuis Belvédere for making this
festival possible.

POETRY INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

LAUREATES & LEGENDS

Today we will get inspired by laureates and
legends from around the world. Poetry
International organizes the first Poetry
Summit with the Dutch Poet Laureate, Babs
Gons. This jubilee edition of the festival
brings together only the most renowned
poets - all recipients of the highest (inter)
national honors.

As representatives of their countries, they
participate in lectures, conversations, work-
shops, interviews, debates, and performan-
ces. Don’t miss it: this special jubilee edition
celebrates Poetry International Festival’s
55th anniversary with a unique gathering of
influential voices!

See our complete program over here
On our website: poetry.nl

Or on our digital timetable app * TMSQR
Do you prefer to view the timetable on your
phone? Then go to our festival app in Time-
Square. Download it here.
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HIGHLIGHTS

Poets: Warsan Shire, Chris Tse, Astrid H. Roemer,
Alysia Nicole Harris and Ramsey Nasr

TIPS

Transforming Wounds — A Masterclass
by Warsan Shire

In this interactive masterclass, Warsan
explores how poetry can serve as a powerful
tool for processing trauma, reshaping mem-
ories, and reclaiming one’s voice. Together,
you’ll examine how words can soothe what

is restless—or awaken what has long been
silent. The aim is clear: to let go of something
you'’ve been carrying and to feel a renewed
sense of connection with yourself and those
around you.

A Dragon in the Halls of Diplomacy
Dragon in the Halls of Diplomacy is a
“performative” lecture about the power and
limits of “civilized” language. Central to this
is a dragon, depicted in a sculpture at the UN
headquarters in New York, which reminds

us of the wars, colonial legacies, and power
structures upon which international treaties
are built. But the dragon also embodies a
dangerous mechanism: the first step in

dehumanization. When peoples are portrayed as
monsters, their voices are excluded from what is
considered civilized language.

In conversation with Dutch Poet
Laureates: on the role and the reverence
For the first time in history, all living former
Dutch Poet Laureates will share one stage!

On Friday, June 13th, Poetry International brings
together Ramsey Nasr, Ester Naomi Perquin,
Anne Vegter, Tsead Bruinja en Lieke Marsman.

Together, they will explore the meaning of their
role and its reverence: what challenges did they
face, which poems and moments have stayed
with them, and how do they view the respon-
sibilities that come with this prestigious title?
The conversation will be led by Xandra Schutte,
editor-in-chief of de Groene Amsterdammer.

Don’t miss this unique opportunity to hear the
Dutch Poet Laureates reflect on their work, their
experiences, and the power of poetry!

Bombing of Poems: Epilogue

On May 14, the Bombing of Poems took place in
Rotterdam, where 100,000 poems fluttered from
the sky as bookmarks. This poetic bombardment,
which previously took place in cities like London,
Guernica, and Warsaw, marked the 85th com-
memoration of the Rotterdam bombing.

During this program, we look back at this

special event with its creators, the Chilean art
collective Casagrande and discuss the impact

of this project and the role of art in commemorat-
ing historical events. There will also be time for
questions from the audience.

VISTOR INFORMATION

All programs and rooms are free to walk in
and out of with a wristband, but full = full ap-
plies. So be on time before a program starts to
secure a place. The program in the foyer of
LantarenVenster is freely accessible without

a festival ticket.

Grab a quick bite at the LantarenVenster restaurant,
explore the different stands in the foyer, get your
merchandise at our Poetry International shop and
take home your favorite poetry from the bookshop.

Our top secret forthcoming poetry app
Can you keep a secret? We've been working on a
poetry app. Wanna see it? Test it even? Be among
the first to experience our Poetry app in the foy-
er. Your insights will help us in creating the best
digital poetry experience possible.

Stop by our testing corner to get
an exclusive first look, share your
insights and help shape our poetry
app. Start testing now!

Poetry Buddies

Poetry Buddies are volunteers who are available
for visitors with a support request. They are ready
to help where needed. You can recognize our
Poetry Buddies by their special T-shirts. Would
you like to have a Poetry Buddy by your side
during your visit, for example upon arrival,
departure, or throughout your entire festival
visit? Or do you need help, for example, to reach
the festival location from the parking lot or metro
station Wilhelminaplein? Feel free to putin a
request for a Buddy behorehand, by sending

an email to info@poetry.nl

Wheelchair accessibility

LantarenVenster is fully wheelchair accessible.
The entrance for room 1 is located on the ground
floor, the elevator to reach room 5 and 6 is
located in the corridor (on the water side) behind
the wheelchair-friendly toilet. Verhalenhuis
Belvédere is also accessible for people who use a
wheelchair or walker. The building has an
elevator and adapted toilet, equipped with
supports and adapted sink.

In the rooms, three places are always reserved
for wheelchairs. These places are located at the
front of the room on the first row.

Visually impaired audience

We are happy to offer visually impaired peo-
ple the opportunity to sit at the front. Are you
bringing a guide or guide dog for the blind? This
is allowed at all locations.

Deaf and hard of hearing audience

On the Sunday of the festival, many programs
are made in collaboration with and are
accessible to deaf and hard of hearing
audience. Programs that feature sign language
interpreters will have a sign next to

the title in this leaflet.

On Sunday, you will see performances by the
best deaf poets in the world, sign language
interpreters are present at most programs.

LOCATIONS

LantarenVenster, 1, 5, 6 and foyer are located in
LantarenVenster. Address: Otto Reuchlinweg 996,
Wihelminapier

Belvédere, Belvédére Expo and
Belvédere Luisterlobby are located in
Verhalenhuis Belvédere. Address:
Rechthuislaan 1, Katendrecht.

It's a 750 meter walk from LantarenVenster to
Verhalenhuis Belvédere

Toilets

At the festival, we make sure to spice up every
corner of the festival. As you take a moment’s
respite in our restrooms, you'll find yourself

in the company of poets from past editions of
Poetry International Festival. Don’t worry, they
won’t intrude your privacy. They’re preoccupied,
immersed in their verses with their eyes cast
down on their pages. So, carry on in peace: do
your thing, while the poets do theirs.

Visitor survey

Poetry International would like to know how
visitors experienced the festival. That’s why we
conduct audience research. Pollsters are walking
around during the festival. After the festival, we
will send you a survey by e-mail. If we don’t have
your e-mail address yet, you can also complete
the survey yourself via this QR code or via one of
the pollsters. Your data will be treated confiden-
tially and will be used for this survey.

Recordings for films and photographs
We record the festival on film and photo.
The images are used for our archive and the
promotion of future editions of Poetry
International Festival.

Questions and comments

If you have any questions, comments or
compliments please let us know. Come to the
festival box office in LantarenVenster (or mail
us at info@poetry.nl).

SEE YOU IN 2026!

The 56" Poetry International Festival will take
place from the 4t of June until the 7% of June
2026. Early bird tickets will be on sale the day
after this year’s festival on June 16th, 2025 via
our website: www.poetry.nl.

LantarenVenster
Otto Reuchlinweg 996

Belvédere
Rechthuislaan 1
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